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PEOCEDINGS FOE 1915 XIX 

On motion of Professor J. P. Hoskins it was unani- 
musly 

Voted: that the Committee on the Collegiate Training of Teachers 
of Modern Foren Languages be continued and requested to submit 
its final report in accordance with its intention. 

On motion of Professor W. H. Hulme it was unanimusly 

Voted: that the thanks of the Association be exprest to Professor 
Charles Bundy Wilson for his ten years of servis in the difficult offis 
of Secretary of the Central Division, in which offis he has always 
shown curtesy, consideration, and zeal. 

On behalf of the Committee on Resolutions Professor 
L. F. Mott proposed the folloing expression of thanks, and 
it was unanimusly agreed to : 

To all who hav welcomd us to Cleveland and who hav contributed 
toward making our stay agreeable the Modern Language Association 
of America expresses its appreciation. 

We thank President Thwing and the authorities of Western Reserve 
University and President Howe and the authorities of Case School 
of Applied Science for their hospitality; 

Mr. Samuel Mather for his kind invitation to the reception tenderd 
to members of the Association at his home; 

The Rowfant Club for its invitation to the reception tenderd to the 
gentlemen of the Asociation at its club house; 

The University Club and the Case Club for extending their visitors' 
privileges to the gentlemen of the Association; 

And, with special emphasis, the local committee for its thoughtful 
arrangements for our comfort, convenience, and entertainment. 

On behalf of the Committee of Nominations Professor 
F. N. Scott presented the folloing nominations : 

President: Professor James Douglas Bruce, of the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee. 

Vice-Presidents: Professors Edward C. Armstrong, of 
Johns Hopkins University, Charles Bundy Wilson, of the 
State University of Iowa, and Louise Pound, of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 
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Secretary-Tresurer: Professor William Guild Howard, 
of Harvard University. 

Editorial Committee: Professors M. Blakemore Evans, 
of the Ohio State University, George L. Hamilton, of Cor- 
nell University, and John L. Lowes, of Washington 
University. 

Executiv Council: Professors George O. Curme, of 
Northwestern University, Oliver P. Emerson, of Western 
Eeserve University, James Geddes, of Boston University, 
T. Atkinson Jenkins, of the University of Chicago, John 
A. Lomax, of the University of Texas, William Allan Neil- 
son, of Harvard University, and Hugo K. Schilling, of 
the University of California. 

On behalf of the Committee to Nominate a Secretary 
of the Central Division, Professor S. H. Bush presented 
the name of Professor Bert E. Young, of Vanderbilt 
University. 

Professor O. F. Emerson moved that the report of these 
committees be adopted. The motion was unanimusly 
carried and the nominees wer declared elected to their sev- 
eral offices. 

The reading of papers was then continued. 

15. " Wyclif the Reformer Warden of Canterbury 
Hall." By Professor William P. Eeeves, of Kenyon Col- 
lege. 

[By putting together entries in the Records hitherto unnoticed, 
and documents and records alredy known but freshly studied, it is 
now possible to identify John Wyclif the Reformer with the Warden 
of Canterbury Hall, an Oxford College founded by Simon Islip, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in 1362. The contemporary and later 
annalists, unfrendly to Wyclif, thus identified him. For varius rea- 
sons critical opinion in England has hesitated to accept this identi- 
fication. 



PEOCEDINGS FOE 1915 XXI 

With the identification establisht, new values must be given to 
the Canterbury Hall affair. The writer maintaind not only that 
Wyclif's contemporaries had reason for attributing to him resent- 
ment, but also that Wyclif was justified for his contentions, and felt 
compeld to regard the decision of the Papal Consistory and its rati- 
fication in England as involving the origin and special issues of 
some of his most important arguments. — Thirty minutes.] 

16. " The Date of the Composition of Hvdibras." By 

Professor Hardin 'Craig, of the University of Minnesota. 

[The title page to Budibras states that it was " Written during 
the Late Wars." This statement refers to the years 1642 to 1648. 
It was publisht in three parts in 1662, 1663, and 1678 respectivly. 
A study of the historical and local allusions in the three parts indi- 
cates that Part I was written during the war, Part II probably be- 
tween 1649 and 1656, and Part III, a portion of it at least, between 
1658 and 1662. — Eighteen minutes.] 

17. " A newly discovered copy of an American Edition 
of Rousseau's Contrat Social." By Professor Christian 
Gauss, of Princeton University. 

[A seemingly unknown edition in French of Rousseau's Contrat 
Social bears upon its title page: 

A Philadelphie 

Chez John Kobert 

Imprimeur du Congres General 

M DCC LXXV 

The question of its provenance. — Fifteen minutes.] 

18. " The Dates of Some of the Canterbury Tales." 

By Dr. Ernest P. Kuhl, of Dartmouth College. 

[The localizing of tales at Cambridge, Oxford, and in the "north 
contree" helps to establish the dates of composition. Of great in- 
terest is the fact that the terminus a quo can be definitly given. — 
Ten minutes.] 

19. " Gottfried Keller and the Problem of Tragedy." 
By Professor Charles Hart Handschin, of Miami Uni- 
versity. 

[Keller grew more and more averse to tragedy as he grew older. 
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This was a natural result of his Weltanschauung. Analysis of his 
conception of the problem of tragedy. — Ten minutes.] 

20. " Swift and the Stamp Act of 1712." By Pro- 
fessor Joseph M. Thomas, of the University of Minnesota. 

[On very slight evidence taken from the Journal to Stella, Swift 
has been held largely responsible for the passage of the stamp act 
which compeld the suspension of the Spectator and other periodi- 
cals. The Journals of the Houses of Parliament, as wel as news- 
papers and private journals of the period, sho that this tax was 
proposed as erly as 1702. The preponderance of evidence seems to 
indicate that Swift had little or no part in initiating the tax or in 
securing its final adoption. — Twenty minutes.] 

21. " The Irony of Swift." By Dr. Henry M. Dar- 

gan, of the University of North Carolina. 

[Irony in the satiric writing of Swift owes most of its force to 
the depth of pessimism in his nature; but, from the technical point 
of view, it may be studied as the "serius conduct of an absurd prop- 
osition," as a variety of dramatic impersonation, and as intentional 
ambiguity or hoax. — Fifteen minutes.] 

At one o'clock on Thursday, December 30, luncheon was 
servd to members of the Association at the Case Club. 



FIFTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 

Physics Lecture Room, Case School of Applied Science 

The session began at 2.30 p. m. 

The reading of papers was continued. 

22. "The Translation of Dialect Literature." By 
Professor Bayard Quincy Morgan, of the University of 
Wisconsin. 

[Modern means of communication and transportation stimulate 
growth of local pride, with cultivation of common speech. Dialect 
as literary medium; consequent problem for translators. Dialect de- 
fined and caracterized. Two methods of dealing with it: (a) Arti- 
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ficial dialect, its merits and demerits; (&) Adaptation of existing 
dialect similar to the original. Despite serius difficulties, this 
method must represent the ideal. — Twenty minutes.] 

23. " Sedaine's Operetta L'Isola Incantata." By Mr. 
Francis A. Waterhouse, of the University of Pennsylvania. 

[The aim of the paper was to present the available evidence for and 
against the authenticity of this recently discoverd operetta; to 
comment on the work as a drama and as a libretto; and to discuss 
the composer's score. — Fifteen minutes.] 

24. " The William A. Speck Collection of Goetheana." 
By Dr. Carl F. Schreiber, of Yale University. 

[A general survey of the collection. Mr. Speck's original aims. 
The present condition of the collection. Every branch of Goethe's 
activity represented — as a poet, scientist, artist, statesman. First 
editions of most of Goethe's works. Letters by Goethe and to 
Goethe. A very valuable collection of medallions of Goethe. Orig- 
inal drawings. A voluminus collection of pictures of Goethe and 
the whole Weimar circle. The collection especially strong in Faus- 
tiana. An almost unbroken succession of Faust material from Jo- 
hannes Tritemius, 1536, to the present time. Translations of 
Goethe's works into English, French, Italian, etc., wel represented. 
Work which is being done under Mr. Speck's guidance. The ulti- 
mate aim of the collection. — Twenty minutes.] 

25. "Fourteen Unpublished Letters by Henry Crabb 
Eobinson ; A Chapter in his Appreciation of Goethe." By 
Dr. Adolph B. Benson, of Yale University. 

[In 1832 and 1833 Robinson publisht in the Monthly Repository 
a series of articles on Goethe and his works. These letters, a part 
of the William A. Speck collection of Goetheana in Yale University, 
ar addrest to the editor of the Monthly Repository and deal with 
the publication of these articles. The letters thro new light on the 
contemporary English attitude toward German literature and make 
significant references to Carlyle and Coleridge. It is a delicate 
problem to introduce Goethe to a public which is not interested in 
him. Several times Robinson, discouraged, thretens to giv up the 
work, but is persuaded to complete the series. — Twenty minutes.] 

26. " Some Forerunners of the Toiler and the Spec- 
tator." By Dr. Willard H. Durham, of Yale University. 
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[This paper attempted to make somewhat clearer the transition 
from the Caracter Books to the periodicals of Addison and Steele, 
iby shoing that between 1700 and 1709 Caracters wer popular, that 
they wer then incorporated into familiar essays, that such produc- 
tions presented groups of Caracters suggestiv of the Spectator's 
Club, and that they appeard as periodicals. — Twenty minutes.] 

27. " The Pastoral Element in Wordsworth." By Dr. 

Leslie N". Broughton, of Cornell University. 

[A survey and analysis of the transition which took place in pas- 
toral poetry between the age of Pope and that of Wordsworth, shoing 
that pastoral literature did not cease to exist at the end of the 
eighteenth century, as often stated, but in the poetry of Wordsworth 
regaind many of its true and enduring elements found in the poetry 
of Theocritus. Wordsworth's use and theory of the pastoral as set 
forth in his prose and poetical works. — Twenty minutes.'] 

28. " Spenser's Early Associates." By Dr. Percy W. 

Long of Harvard University. 

[A critical reconstruction of Spenser's life prior to his secretary- 
ship in Ireland, especially in his connection with Bishop Young; to- 
gether with the apparent source of Mother Huoberd's Tale and a 
new interpretation of it as it affects Spenser's political affiliations. — 
Fifteen minutes.] 

At 5.12 p. m. the Association adjurnd. 



PAPERS RED BY TITLE 

The folloing papers, presented to the Association, wer 
red by title only : 

29. "The Legend of Saint Alexius in Grand Opera." By Pro- 
fessor Rudolph Altrocchi, of the University of Chicago. 

[That such a severely ascetic legend as that of Saint Alexius 
should hav been taken as the subject for operatic treatment is cer- 
tainly peculiar. This was done, however, in the eighteenth century 
in France, and in the seventeenth century in Italy, where the com- 
poser was so prominent a man as Luigi Eospigliosi, later Pope 
Clement IX. This givs another proof of the extraordinary vitality 
and diffusion of this ancient legend. A careful study of these operas 



